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Cure birth, its life, it was expected, would soon terminate, as is usual in similar 
cases. To the surprise of every one, however, it continued to live, was able to 
swallow some gruel which was given it, and, a day or two after, to suck the 
breast of the mother, although its cry, or rather whine, was so feeble as scarcely 
to be heard the length of the room. As there was some probability of its life 
being preserved, 1 proposed to the parents, as a matter of curiosity, to ascer¬ 
tain its weight, but to this they at that time objected. The child is still living, 
and at the beginning of the present month, the parents informed me that, when 
it was six weeks old, they ascertained its weight to be, (deducting the weight 
of the clothes,) two pounds two ounces; that since that time they have regularly 
weighed it once a week, and found it increase in various degrees; at present, 
being ten months old, its weight is twelve pounds. Although ‘very weakly,’ 
its health has not been bad, and it is now able to stand for a short time when 
set against the scat of a chair, without any other support.”— Lond. Med. and 
Surg. Journ. Nov. 1828 . 


MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

86 . Case of Premature Birth of a Living Child , without the Introduction of .'Hr 
into the Lungs, lly Dr. J. P. Ouviiaiiu. —On the 14th of May, 1825, Dr. 
Ouvrard, of Angers, examined a male infant, born the preceding day, after an 
ordinary labour, in the wards of the Maternite. The child had lived fourteen 
hours, of which fact there could be no doubt, since it happened in the midst of 
the patients and students of midwifery. The subject measured fifteen inches 
nine lines in length, eight inches nine lines from the top of the head to the um¬ 
bilicus, and seven inches from the umbilicus to the sole of the foot. It was well 
formed and weighed four pounds and a half; the hair and nails were developed, 
notwithstanding which it is probable that this child had not attained more than 
eight months from conception. 

On the occipital region there was a lump, and extravasation of blood in the 
cellular tissue. The dura mater corresponding to the posterior fontanelle, was 
cccliymoscd and dark coloured. The pia mater exhibited a net-work of vessels 
filled with black blood; the cerebral pulp was white, and not spotted with 
blood; it was filled with red lines, but the vessels, when divided, did not dis¬ 
charge blood. The cerebrum, cerebellum, and annular protuberance, weighed 
eight ounces four drachms, the spinal marrow fifty-four grains, the cerebral 
pulp was soft and fluctuated when touched. 

The lungs were dense, reddish, and heavy. Thrown in a mass upon water, 
they subsided to the bottom; cut into slices they still sunk; the left lobe press¬ 
ed under water suffered nothing to escape but a red substance, (bouiilie,) with¬ 
out any air bubbles. The right lobe subjected to the same test, allowed some 
bubbles of air to escape, from the midst of a-reddish and frothy fluid. In other 
respects the lungs were without crepitation, and bore a resemblance exteriorly 
to liver broken and divided into fragments. 

The gastro-intestinal mucous membrane was rosc-colourcd tlirough its whole 
extent, especially in the small intestines; the rest of the viscera appeared sound. 

This fact proves that life may be supported, (though doubtless very imper¬ 
fectly,) after birth, in an infant which docs not breath enough to introduce air 
into the chest, and dilate the lungs. It also proves that the conclusions often 
drawn from the sinking of the lungs are not always strictly true, since in the 
instance I related the child lived fourteen hours, without our being able to say 
that it had breathed, though this might have happened; for otherwise, how can 
we suppose life to have existed. Dr. Ouvrard has seen a child born which lived 
six hours, without being able in any manner to establish that it had ever re¬ 
spired. It therefore shows, that if the smallest quantity possible of air enter the 
lungs, life may be sustained some hours or less. Nevertheless, this fact by no 
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means overthrows the conclusions which ought to be drawn from pulmonary in¬ 
spection. Does cutaneous respiration suffice in this case for the momentary 
support of life?— Meditations sur la Chirurgie Pratique. 

87. Case in which an Infant Cried Previous to its Expulsion from the Organs 
of Generation , with conclusions which may be deduced from it, connected with Me¬ 
dical Jurisprudence. By J. P. Ocvhaud. —On the lltli of February, 1825, Dr. 
Ouvrard was called to assist at the accouchement of a lady about twenty-one 
years of age, who had never before had a child, and had experienced labour- 
pains for several hours. The labour advanced regularly during twenty hours. 
At eleven o’clock in the evening, a violent pain freed the head, (which was in 
the first position,) from the vulva. Immediately the occiput, the forehead, the 
eyes, and the nose, rolled over the fourcliette, the mouth presented itself at the 
orifice of the vulva, and the chin caught upon the soft parts. In this position 
the infant sent forth a gentle cry; Dr. O. disengaged the chin, and the head was 
liberated. With affairs in this situation, he waited twenty-five minutes for a 
new contraction of the womb to effect the deliver}' of the shoulders. During 
all this time the infant never ceased giving such sharp, piercing, and loud cries 
as could be heard over the house. These cries, however, ceased all at once; 
the face became violet, and the infant was threatened with apoplexy. Seeing 
the'danger, lie hastened to disengage the shoulders, and thus put an end to the 
delivery. He drew blood from the umbilical cord, and soon afterwards the re¬ 
spiration was re-established. The mother soon recovered from her accouche¬ 
ment, which was followed by nothing unfavourable, and gave birth to a stout 
boy. 

In reading this account, says Dr. O. some will perhaps be astonished at the 
levity with which certain physicians called upon to give their opinions in cases 
of infanticide, pronounce positively that the child has lived because it has 
breathed. This last circumstance, however conclusive it may appear, is never¬ 
theless no indubitable evidence of life. Dr. O. goes still further, and says, that 
in cases similar to the one just related, it does not even constitute a sign, since 
it must always happen in this species oflabour, that without the foreign assist¬ 
ance of the hand to disengage the shoulders, the infant must infallibly perish. 
Pulmonary examination, and all the observations relative to specific gravity, can 
only establish a single point, which is, that the child has breathed. This posi¬ 
tion will be found amply confirmed by Dr. Schmidt, who has noticed twenty-six 
cases perfectly analogous to that which I now report, and also by M. Osiander, 
who has had opportunities of collecting eight cases. I am far from wishing to re¬ 
ject the lights furnished us by pulmonary inspection, nor to overthrow the esta¬ 
blished principles relative to this subject; but when 1 consider that the infant 
of which I speak was upon the point of perishing by strangulation, I tremble to 
reflect that if the case has been possible once, similar ones may have happened 
before. Let us for example suppose that the mother had some interest in con¬ 
cealing her pregnancy, what might have happened? Abandoned and alone in 
an obscure place, without light, or any assistance, the shoulders remaining in 
the situation that I have described, the neck of the uterus strongly embracing 
the neck of the ciiild, this must have died of apoplexy, and perhaps even pre¬ 
sented on its neck the impression of uterine constriction; the physician called 
upon as a witness, would have discovered that the infant had breathed, but 
that it had died of apoplexy from strangulation. Upon tills, a verbal process 
would have been issued, and in conformity to the present state of the science, 
an innocent woman, a perfect stranger to so odious a crime, would have been 
sent to the scaffold. 

It is therefore important that we proceed more deliberately, make our deci¬ 
sions with more circumspection, and especially nvoid forming such positive con¬ 
clusions; hereafter it will be necessary to take into account the instances in 
which children have been known to cry and breathe previous to birth, under 
pain of confounding a most horrible crime, with the pure accidents of accouche- 
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mcnt. A child is said to have lived, when, expelled from the organs of gene¬ 
ration it has exhibited for a certain time all the acts of life; thus the infant whilst 
still retained in its mother’s womb, may breathe, since it can send forth cries; 
but if it perish whilst still retained in the uterus, although it has breathed, it 
cannot be said to have lived. Respiration does not establish the point of life, 
notwithstanding that life supposes the necessary existence of respiration, since 
without the establishment of that function, extra-uterine life could not take 
place.— Meditations sur la Chirurgie Pratique. 

8S. Vagitus Uterenus. —It is believed by many German writers on medical juris¬ 
prudence, that the fectus may sometimes be heard to cry in the uterus, the fact 
however is questioned. M. Lesaujiage, of Caen, has transmitted to the Royal Aca¬ 
demy of Medicine of Paris, as evidence of the fact, an account of a bitch which 
was taken sick when far advanced in pregnancy, and on approaching her there 
was distinctly heard, even at the distance of ten paces, the cries of her pups, 
whose movements could also be seen throughihe abdominal parietes. She did 
not bring forth her young till two days after.— Revue Medicate, Feb. 1828. 

89. Rcmarhablc Symptoms produced by poisoning with Belladonna. —“ A gentle¬ 
man who had been accustomed to take occasionally a purgative mixture con¬ 
taining forty-six grains of jalap, sent to his apothecary, instead of his physician’s 
Trench recipe, a translation of it by himself into Latin, in which he had used 
the word Belladonna as the proper equivalent for the French name of jalap, 
Bellc-dc-nuit. The mixture was faithfully prepared according to the formula, 
and taken by the patient about six in the morning. The first effect was most 
violent head-ache, commencing about an hour afterwards, affecting chiefly the 
orbits, and accompanied ere long with excessive redness of the eyes, face, and 
subsequently of the whole body. In a few' minutes the entire skin presented a 
uniform redness, exactly like that of scarlatina. The patient was also affected 
at the same time with intense redness of the throat, and great heat, which 
seemed to spread throughout the whole alimentaty canal. Another symptom 
no less remarkable was an extremely painful irritation of the whole urinary 
passages, and especially of the neck of the bladder; in consequence of which 
the patient, amidst a continual talkative delirium, .that always bore reference to 
the suffering he experienced in that quarter, was constantly demanding the 
chamber-pot, yet each time succeeded" in passing with difficulty only a few 
deep-red sanguinolent drops. The physician who was summoned to his assist¬ 
ance at ten, after discovering the error which had been committed, immediately 
directed a copious blood-letting, emulsive drinks, and emollient fomentations 
of the whole belly. The pain in the region of the bladder nevertheless con¬ 
tinued without abatement; and the patient, fatigued by his suffering and the 
fruitless efforts he constantly made to pass urine, insisted that the catheter 
should be introduced, although he was assured that his complaint was a sup¬ 
pression, and not a retention of urine. In fact, during the physician’s absence, 
he actually sent for a surgeon and had the operation performed, but of course 
without receiving any benefit; a few drops only of bloody urine were with¬ 
drawn. Twenty leeches were subsequently applied to the hvpogastrium; and 
from this treatment he experienced much relief in the course of a few hours. 
He passed a quiet night, and next morning complained only of a general feel¬ 
ing of discomfort. M. Jolly, the relater of this case, states that he has repeat¬ 
edly seen the powder and extract of belladonna cause a similar scarlet efflores¬ 
cence; and puts the question whether its tendency thus to induce an affection 
of the skin and throat parallel to that caused by scarlatina will not account for 
the property lately ascribed to it, especially by-some German physicians, cf 
protecting the system from the infection of that disease.”— Ed. Med. and Stirg. 
Joum . Jan. 1829, from the Nouvellc Bibliotheque Medicate Juillet , 1828. 
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90. Rupture of the Bladder. —Mr. Df.lyah relates a very singular and interest¬ 
ing case of this, in the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal , for January- 
last. A man, much addicted to the use of ardent spirits, was engaged, on the 
evening of October 1st, in a drunken brawl, in which he received a number of 
blows, in particular a severe one near to the superior and anterior part of the 
groin, on the left side, and another on the same side but nearer the back, both 
of which knocked him down. “ It was proved in evidence, that for about an 
hour after, lie assisted in unloading a vessel, without complaining of any in¬ 
jury*; staggered home about midnight, and went to bed; arose early in the 
morning; twice drank more spirits; was seen wandering about in a state of ap¬ 
parent intoxication; fell about mid-day on the smooth ground near his own house; 
could not rise without assistance; was carried home and put to his bed, from 
which he never arose.” 

“ When carried to his own house, he could not stand, and complained of pain 
in his bowels and faintness. The pain, almost from the first, was accompanied 
with some degree of swelling and tension of the belly, which gradually increas¬ 
ed until his death. The pain was principally confined to the hypogastric and 
right hypochondriac regions. His mind was confused from the beginning, and 
the torpor increased as the mortal symptoms ad%-anced; but until a very short 
time before his death he could easily* be roused, so as to return rational answers 
to any questions which were put to him. On the most accurate investigation, 
it could not be ascertained that lie had voided any urine from the time that lie re¬ 
ceived the blows.” 

We pass over the treatment as of no consequence, merely mentioning that 
“the catheter was not passed.” lie died on the evening of the 5th. On ex¬ 
amination the next day, the following appearances were observed: several marks 
of severe bruises on the thighs and legs; abdomen considerably enlarged; on 
opening the abdomen between nine and ten pounds of a bloody fluid flowed 
out, having no particular smell; there were, besides, about three pounds of 
clotted blood among the bowels, but principally in the pelvis; whole perito- 
nccum of a dirty red colour; when its surface was wiped with a sponge, a layer of 
“ colouring matter was rubbed off, and underneath was seen a beautiful arbo- 
resccnce of Iiair-like blood-vessels. In every other respect the viscera were 
sound, except the bladder, which was greatly* contracted in its capacity*, and 
tliickened in its coats, and was ruptured along its superior and anterior surface 
to the extent of three inches and a half. The edges of the wound were rag¬ 
ged, as if the bladder had been rent asunder by* some sudden violence.” 

It is a difiicult question to decide when this rupture of the bladder took place. 
It is scarcely* credible that it happened during the brawl live days before death, 
for the presence of extravasated urine in all the textures of the living body is 
accompanied with such severe symptoms, that we would have expected, had 
the rupture occurred then, that evidence of effusion would have been manifest 
in a shorter period than fifteen or sixteen hours. Mr. D. thinks it “ more pro¬ 
bable that the bladder gave way at the time that he stumbled near his own 
house. The bladder, it may be supposed, was distended to the uttermost, (for 
there is reason to believe that he made no water from the time of the scuffle,) 
and the concussion which the body* received in falling had burst asunder its 
coats.” This explanation, he admits, has its difficulties; the bladder was so much 
diminished in its capacity* that it could not have contained above three ounces of 
fluid, and its muscular coat was increased to at least half an inch in thickness; 
moreover, he merely stumbled and fell forwards on perfecthj smooth ground , 
where there were no stones or projecting substances. The laceration cannot 
be attributed to over-distention of the bladder, as in such cases, there is no rent; 
the urine escapes by minute openings, produced by ulceration. 

The fact of the thickening of the bladder is also curious, as the man never 
complained of difficulty in passing urine; he had no stone, nor any stricture in 
the urethra. 



